Book excerpt

ADVERTISEMENT

PortlandTribune ==

LOCALLY OWNED BY PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP

News \ Opinion \ Features \ Sports \ Sustainable Life \ Greenlight Classifieds \ Contact Us \

Find a story
(Search tips)

Keywords

Any
Writer

Any
Month

Any

Year

[Sear

PortlandTribune

Find a paper
Enter a street name
or a 5 digit zip code

[Sear

Subscribe

today!

Breaking News
Email Alerts

News columns
Phil Stanford

| RSS |

The Portland
Tribune
News feed

| RSS |

(i) kPAm
LocalNewsDaily
VALLEVIIMES
Llackamaseview
East County News
EstacidaNEWS
¥ News-TIMES

_OiiBok
L Review

DregontityNews

WEATHER

Book excer pt

The Portland Tribune, Jan 26, 2007, Updated Jan 26, 2007 (5 Reader comments)

Weather.com)

< 55°F

Portland

Weather Forecasts
Weather Maps
Weather Radar

» Video forecast

Thefollowingisan
excer pt from “All God’s
Children: Insidethe Dark
and Violent World of
Street Families” by Rene
Denfeld.

ALL GOD'E

CHILDREN

SPECIAL SECTIONS

© 2007. Reprinted by
arrangement with Public
Affairs

arld of

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

LEAVE YOUR HOME
and CALL US AT
800.882.3377.

MORE SAFETY INFO

Coffee
Southeas

SOURGE

4‘) NW Natural

nwnatural.com

WHERE
P DRTL:“AND
(Wi publi caffair Sbooks.cor), a member of the Perseus Books Group. All EATS

rights reserved. +2007 GUIDE -

While the detectives spent along day interviewing most of the accused,
the Outside In youth agency held amemorial for Jessica Williams, as well

as other “homeless” youth who die on the streets. ADVERTISEMENTS

A year before, the agency had commissioned an artist to make a metal
tree sculpture for the courtyard after another young street woman was
murdered. The tree was now ready for dedication. The copper-colored
leaves on the tree were blank. Every time a street youth died, his or her
name would be inscribed on aleaf. The tree was expectant. There were at
least a dozen |leaves waiting for names. Jessica's was one of the first names
inscribed.

The service was held in the courtyard of the agency’s large building.
Street kids and agency staff gathered around the death tree. It was exactly
the sort of dramatic gesture that appealed to the street kids. For them,
Jessicawas now immortalized as a tragic symbol of how tough and
dangerous their lifestyle was.

The Williams were not invited to the service. Becky says they were not
asked for permission to have Jessica’s death used in a shrine to murdered
homeless youth. She felt it was their daughter they had lost, and yet the
youth agencies had claimed her as one of their own, another Portland
“street kid” thrown cruelly to the wolves.

“The streets are not a safe place for homeless youth, but, by far, the
majority of homeless youth are good kids,” Outside In Director Kathy
Oliver told areporter. “Thisis atragedy and shouldn’t be reflective of the
homeless youth.” She went on to claim such violenceis “very rare.”

It was a perspective repeated by other service providers. They al
appeared to believe the murder of Jessica Williams was an aberration. In
truth, they seemed more concerned with protecting the image of homeless
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Regal Courier  youth than addressing the reality of street family violence, though the AUTO
street families prey on the genuinely homeless youth time and again. -
SANDY _ o _ WRECK?
AL __POST Multnomah County Chief Deputy District Attorney Norm Frink had a BACK/NECK PAIN,
different perspective. “The citizens are subsidizing an environment for ‘HEADM:HES?

- 0e - these kids to take drugs and playact,” he says. “We've enabled them to

THE BEE behave these ways.”

Frink believes the agencies make it too easy for young peopleto live on
I the streets, allowing teenagers who have homes and parents to immerse
themselvesin acriminal subculture.

FO
FREE

154 KoUANAIY £omumRIIY The result, he isasociety of teenagers “playing cowboys and Indians
ConnieciioN o et 1-800-7

on the street,” only these youth are not supervised, and their games are
. bloody and real. “Some of these people could have been functional
TheT]meS members of society,” Frink says. “Danielle Cox, for example. She could have
nesme ruscenn skeswoan heen g successful person. Crystal Grace was working in ajewelry store.”

Dr. Michael Amot, Chiropractor

Yot Lina In the weeks after the murder, aremarkable number of people blamed

Becky and Sam Williams for what happened. “Where were you when your
child was wandering the streets with her murderers?” asked one
particularly vicious blogger. The writer stated the murder was “yet one
more example of our ‘nobody’s home' syndrome at work.”

Other writers were equally condemning. “I blame this girl’s death in large
part on those parents,” one wrote. “Since she was so like a child why
weren'’t they protecting her like a child?”

Articles in the media mentioned Jessica’s fetal alcohol syndrome without
mentioning that she was adopted, |eading the reader to assume Becky was y y
the alcoholic mother who drank while pregnant. Angry readers called the .'—'m"'“-s g"—a "
Williams house to yell at Becky, blaming her for Jessica’s disability and L 2 B3
murder.

SPECIAL SECTIONS/
Chuck Currie, an advocate who served on the board of the National PROMOTIONS

Coalition for the Homeless, wrote an article titled “Jessica Williams Did scerienate
Not Have to Die,” which implied Jessica had been forced out on the streets XLHB

by her family. “The only way to truly bring justice to the death of Jessica s
Kate Williams would be to make sure no young person be forced out onto E hrtuniTibee (10
the streets where she can be killed,” Currie concluded. An opinion piecein
The Oregonian claimed Jessica’'s murder was the result of lack of funding to
youth shelters, and suggested donations.

Everyone had afinger to point. The agencies blamed the parents. The
district attorney blamed the agencies. Some of the parents blamed each
other.

And everyone together blamed James Daniel Nelson, who was portrayed
as a charismatic Manson-like leader who turned a dozen youth into his
mind-zombies and then ordered them to kill a developmentally disabled
woman, al in less than two months since his release from prison.

No one examined the culture of street families.
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KosmosCentral Portland Web Design, eCommerce and Marketing providing quality web development services
and custom web solutions for small businesses and large across North America and World Wide.

Looking for graphic design jobs, web design, marketing work or creative portland jobs? 52Itd is your source for
creative resources in Portland, Oregon.

Search engine marketing, website templates, portland web design and website promotion by Webfu //
503.381.5553

New down and fleece north face jackets. The largest selection of North Face Jackets available online. Free shipping
on orders over $40.00

USOUTDOOR.com - Shop for Backpacks online with free shipping and no sales tax.

See the latest styles of ski jackets and backpacks from The North Face.
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