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the past decade: whether homeless children showddumEated in
mainstream public school classrooms, or separately in programassuch
the Community Transitional School, which started in 1990 at the Portland
YWCA.

Currie strongly believes that separate is unequoélkids are best served
in the mainstream. He doésthink the governmerghould help fund this
school since Congress passed legislation in 1998 thahsadhool district
could subsidize a school for homeless children unlessdived an
exemption from the law.

As a new board membef the National Coalition for the Homeless,
Currie said he played a large rahegetting the legislation passed.

As a result, PortlanBublic Schools pulled its funding, which was aba
third of the schodd budget, of the Community Transitional School.

That yearthe Community Transitional School received its nonprofit
status, and it hasubsisted since then on the support of the county (for
about 10 percent of itsudget), foundation grants, churches, civic groups
and individual and corporationors including the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, which chipped B300,000 so the school could secure a
permanent location.

Since 1998, the debate has mostly been quiet here; the kibgtshge
for the Community Transitional School has been to find a stabétion,
after problems with its lease agreements caused it to moverfigs.

Most recently it moved to the Mt. TabBresbyterian Church at 5441 <
Belmont St. Next summer the plan is to brgadund on a new building at
6507 N.E. Killingsworth St.

But now, Currie is stirring up the philosophical and ledghate again,
his latest ammunition being a recent report that cast doubt on the
performance of students at the Thomas J. Pappas School in Arizona, the
natioris largest school for the homeless.

The Pappas school waeeated in 1990 and consists of three schools
serving 1,100 students in Phoeaixd Tempe. The report, cited in the Dec.
6 issue of the Arizona Republewspaper, revealed that Pappas students
scored worse than homeless kids inghélic schools in both math and
reading at every grade level.

Currie fears the Community Transitional School coulgtmviding a
subpar education, and would rather see the county direct itstfutits
public schools.

Most of the city and couniyhomeless children attend public schools; at
last count, Portland Public Schoalsrved 1,500 homeless kids, many
receiving mentoring, school supplies and othgoport from an afterschao
program called Project Return.

Wheeler gets involved
Cheryl Bickle, aeacher and principal at the Community Transitional
School, says the choighould be left for parents to make.

“It would be one thingf parents were ordered to send their children
here, but if parents are givercthoice, | doft understand (the criticisni),
she saidl think the $52,000 theounty gives us each year is wspent’

Since her schoas private it does not need to participate in standardized
tests, and sheoestrt think it should have to. She says teststaaeasure
everything a childearns in school, anywaylike the charactebuilding she
says her teacheisstill in the small learning environment.



