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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, In Galatians 3.28 we
As | write this monthos Crier ar remindedthatdespite

have had with so many of you, our Pastor, as well as the Conference Mi differences we are all "
t he

n fore, we, the people of

ot her UCC folks, | can sense
ple) forward. | know that God is giving us the strength and courage to
honor and remember our history but at the same time inspire us to writ
to a new song that will lift us and move us into an exciting and new futu

| hear the hope and the commitment in the voices of those in the Unwrag declare ourselves to

: _ s T PET open and affirming. With
pastoral candidates as they contact the Search Committee with their pro

Gifts class. | hear the admiration and encouragement in the words of p

witness your Church Council, governing Boards, and committees caref

map out the future work of our congregation. Now is indeed a momentot

exciting time in the life of our congregation as we begin to envision our
as a church family carrying on the work of Jesus Christ.

Yeséthere
challenges as we seeleto e w
faithfulness, prayer, and collective trust in God will shine as our beacon
truth. As we release our buildings and property seeking a new place,
our mission and ministry, and as we energize, nurture and care for one

hwesdmedtnkaeeyall

wi || become the chur ch Gwakcanidsthist ¢
Wi th Goddésdo etlhpi,s!we Wit hthisGodds h
Blessings All,

Barbara Simpson

There is more from Barbara Simpson with updates on work being ung
different committees on page six of The Crier. Check it out.
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U.S. Navy SELECTSUCC MINISTER TO LEAD SUBMARINE CHAPLAINS
Written by Xander Gamble, United Church News

Cmdr. Don Troast arrived at Commander, Submarine Force (SUBFOR) in early February to assume duties adthé first force
years.

"Because of my personal experience with the Submarine Force,” said Troast, "l think | have a good hanglsroneghiéereligious
ments for the Submarine Force are.”

Troast previously served the Submarine Force as a squadron chaplain fromel884 seh837as command chagieit/Bst
Harry S. Truman Strike Group and various Marine Corps units deploying to the Far East and Afghanistan.

Troast attended Hope College in Holland, Mich., where he majored in biology and physical education witly #eghtention of be
school teacher and cadetthen received a call to ministry and went to the theological school at Drew Univehsidy, in Madison,
graduating in 197rdained by the United Church of Christ, he served churches in the Boston area for 13 yang/aCltbpined th
lain Corps in 1991.

"[Chaplains] exist because of the free exercise rights of religion granted by the First Amendment of tled@shstindtore ‘afaid
Boston, Mass., "and | would be bold enough to say that if that phrase wasn't in there, we probably would not be in the milita
"Our primary function is to ensure the free exercise of religious rights for sailors, marines, airmen, theamditannynageseera

the Submarine Force, is @et.sailors, marines, and coast guardsman go to places where they can't just ge fabeiofrespectiv
worship, so we bring it to them."”

Troast, like every Navy chaplain, is required to facilitate the needs of every member's religious neefsregardless of their
"We aren't called to violate our own beliefs in any way," said Troast, "but by policy, training and professientisna/tleemake
faith groups present have their requirements met in some way, shape or form as possible, especially imam.8perational envir

The Department of Defense does not endorse any specific religion, but it recognizes riarecith aigp®0Dit faitfandtions,
represented by more than 200 different denominations of chaplains.

"One of my roles as the force chaplain is to do a needs assessment of the foliely, beaido€reastl philosopimaid don't

want anyone left behihdon't care if it's just one person or two pete.religious life or spiritual life istampdo them, it's a
missiomeadiness isslighink every submariner deserves to be able to practice their faith the best way thetyweanwandahe be
meet their requirements, especially on deployment.”

Although he is the first force chaplain in 15 years, he doesn't feel like he is starting anything new.

"The key thing is the lay leader program," saidTlodestionest, | think it is more important in the Submarinedfgnetdhan
else in the Navy because submarines never have chaplains on board."

Troast plans to standardize the program throughout the force so that sailors' religious needs are met éhe'lbastheqyainey can
or a religious programs specialist wants to exceed the identified minimum requirements by adding theirtbdws fjeaeatt or pizazz
Good on them," said Troast.

"You don't have to be religious to see the chaplain," sdidybropstt need some counseling or some coaclongvingt's f
body. | always remind everybody from the commander down to the seaman that they have 'privileged communiedtion," whict
whatever is discussed privately stays private."

Troast is one of more than 60 UCC clergy serving the U.S. Armed Forces as active duty or reservist chaplains.
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JUNE CHURCH CALENDAR

Tuesday, June 2nd Sunday, June 21st
6 pm Unwrapping Our Gifts 10 am Worship

Sunday, June 28th
10 am Worship
11 am Board of Worship Life

Sunday, June 7th
9 am Board of Mission & Outreach
10 am Worship with Dr. Patricia Ross

11 am Board of Christian Education Updated Choir Practice schedules can be obtained each Su
AJ Wong, Choir Director.

nday frc

Updates on Youth activities can be obtained from Jamie Rpupp at

Saturday, June 13th JRouppl3@hotmail com.
Pride Festival (see pg. 5)

Meeting schedules for the:
Sunday, June 14th

10 am Worship Search Committee

Interim Site Selection Committee &

_ Other standing committees not listed here can be found
6 pm Church Council with the chairs of those groups.

5 pm Board of Administration & Finance

Pride Festival & Parade (see pg. 5)
Updated calendar listings will be published in the Sunday bulletin.

Monday, June 15th
Deadline for articles for The Crier

"GENTLY USED SALE" IS JUNE 19TH-20TH!

The aichurch "Gently Used Sale" is scheduled for Friday, June 19th and Saturday, June 20th from 9:00 to 4
this one the biggest ever. Go through those closets, check your cabinets, and discover what's behinduhat s
garage. Plan to bring your items to the church by Thursday, June 18th so everything can be organizedthe tir
sale on Friday morning, June 19th at 9:00.

In these hard economic times, people are looking to save and what better way than to frequent rummage s
always generated good income for the general fund of the church! All proceeds will help reduce the shortfg
pledges and the expenses of the church. Additiemallyp with a cleaner, more organized house & gamaget
that!

We also need volunteers to work the sale for bdthalalyave the time and the desire to work hard for your chu
let Blair Loudat (503.261.1909) or Barbara Simpson (503.666.1609) know. This is a great opportunity for w
for a good cause.

lby talki

100 pm.
ack of <
e for th

les. Ot
Il betwe
bec

Ich, plee
inderful




PAGE 4 THE CRIER

UCC justice leader
decries Tiller murder REPORT ON THE ANNUAL SPRING ASSEMBLYOF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC CONFERENCE
In Eugene, Oregon at thebeing created by the UC Barbara Simpson, Deleggte
Sandy Sorensen, the U@Gr§t Congregational ~ denomination to be used
Washingtbased Justice Church on Magfdnd #  churches in a wide varies o
and Witness Ministrie ndislegates gathered for a of settings. The resourc

ister and team lead, hasannual meeting filled witl can be used as a kind of Four representatives froc"ﬂi

issued a statement reqgagliegt speakers, workshc curriculum for classes ar Parkrose Community U
the killing of Dr. George business meetings and v study groups but it is attended parts of the Spr
Tiller. Tiller was one of tBBip. Throughout the twadaptable and suitable fc Aossembly. Like Barbara
few doctors in the natipro@y event there was amj use in committeg, CoUNC \yas struck by the suppor
provide lattwm abortions OPPortunity to fellowship and worship settings. and encouragement offerkd
and one of only two al oWih delegates from othe Years ago, | attended al

UCC churches! It is alw: gional event (Partners in {0 US from other congregq-
interestingtositdownarEd uc at i on) tionsinthe conference a
We are shocked and de&glye conversations with Among Us & a Parkrose moves forwardp g
saddened over the murddelegates from churchest he Wor d 6 w with plans to develop a
Dr. George Tiller, gunnefhcing similar challenges duced wonderful cur-  haw mission for the churdh
down in his church on Sprarkrosé declining num- riculum! Now, new mate
day morning in Wichita, hers, limited income, pas rial is being created (son
Kansas. Our heartfelt | 53| searches, etc. Peo sections are already con
prayers, thoughts and ierally are in awe (an(pleted) and in true conte thoughts and prayers of g0

est sympathies are wit i i irit. it Wi many who are looking to
Tiller's family and frientid ihk sometimes envious porary spirit, it will be y g9

Dr. Tiller dedicated his (i the forward thinking of available online! This re this church and our plan-
to providing high quali y,F?arkrose. Itis always &source will give all ages ning efforts as a possible
compassionate and vi firming to get that positivi deas on ho yodelas they to seek tol] C € C

al Lo oy
| . .

reproductive health ca efeedback. the_lr faitld put falth in find new ways of doing

) _ action! | am looking for- .. . .
services to women in gréattended a workshop or % ' iewing this m; Ministry in a changing

_ R A "t h 5re-a ¢ vard to reviewing this m; !
medical need, often injitié 2 | ht - \ terial in greater detail. ~ Worldfi Rev. Chuck Cur-
most difficult and-hearf SOurce thatis currently rie

breaking situatidasvas
one of only a very few doctors

I‘° provide medically indicgiody = o D AMAGE N EARLY REPAIRED
ateterm abortlons, even in

the face of frequent threafsn old water pipe burst in now been completed. We to thank him for all the days
lawsuits and acts of violef& CE building during the are only waiting for comput and nights he put into work
committed against him Agonth of may. Damage ocequipment and the copier ting on the repairs. If you
the clinic he served, Wonfelts’ T € d in thee rq&Iunnectfrpm tt}esrep&n’rh avendt had g <ch
Health Care Services. | € CPY room, s shop aed far intgridesacces please reme_mber to thank
" | nursery, and upstairs youthand phones to be put back Matt for all his hard work.
rooms. Matt Masters and aplace. A big thank you to We could not have complejrd
number of other members everyone who has helped the repairs so quickly and
have been working around restore the building. such low costs without his
the clock since then to get assistance.

offices back in working ord
Most of the hard work has

g

providers in Kansas:

and to sale our current fa
cilities. We are in the

Continued on

page 5.
égﬂnday, May 31st was de-
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PRIDE FESTIVAL & PARADE

This June, our church he spots open to volunteer i The parade and festival
the opportunity to be a the festival in the booth t an exciting time for ever

part of the Gay Pride cel shake hands and answe one and | am looking for-
bration. The dates for th questions for the people ward to joining my churgh

event are 6/13 and 6/14. attending.

Not only will we be marc

ing in the parade as a pe

of the larger UCC group, On Sunday, we will be
but we will be at a booth meeting at 8:30 at the
during the festival at the Gateway transit center.
waterfront park. We are From there we will go
looking for people to put downtown to the Portlan
face to our church and First Congregational UCC.
show this community the We will have a church ser-
love we have for each Vice together and then head
other. We have a UCC to the line up for the pa-
booth at the Pride Festiv rade.

at Waterfront Park, both

Saturday 6/13 and Sund

6/14. There are many

family at this festive eve)

If you need more inform
tion: Contact Nancy Zarj
(503) 256416. Ifitis
easier for you to email
nancybellu@yahoo.com

FAITH FELLOWSHIP OUTTING PHOTOS

Tiller Statement contin-
ued..

argr. Tiller's death is a pro
Y~ found loss to the commu
in which he faithfully live
and served, the patients
Nt.relied on him for the care
could not receive elsewh
n- his courageous and dedi
e staff, and the community
medical professionals wk
provide vital reproductive
health care services to w
across the country.

Dr. Tiller was a man of ¢
science and faith, dedic
the health and healing o

dered during Sunday se
in his church, a sanctuar,
worship and prayer, is al
affront to people of faith
everywhere. This act of

and reminds us of the p
tial for religion to be usec
a basis for acts of hatre
violenceé 1
The United Church of C
General Synod has repe
affirmed the right of wo
to the full range of reprog
tive health care services
gardless of their circum-
stances. In the context o
several Synod resolutio
has encouraged individu
members and congregat
support women in follow
their moral discernment
religious convictions rel
their lives and decisions

the completion or termin
of a pregnancy.

Full statement at
Www.ucc.org.
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