
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

As I write this monthõs Crier article and reflect on many informal conversations I 
have had with so many of you, our Pastor, as well as the Conference Minister and 
other UCC folks, I can sense the òstill speaking Godó nudging us (the Parkrose peo-
ple)  forward.  I know that God is giving us the strength and courage to not only 
honor and remember our history but at the same time inspire us to write the words 
to a new song that will lift us and move us into an exciting and new future. 

I hear the hope and the commitment in the voices of those in the Unwrapping Our 
Gifts class. I hear the admiration and encouragement in the words of permanent 
pastoral candidates as they contact the Search Committee with their profiles.   I 
witness your Church Council, governing Boards, and committees carefully begin to 
map out the future work of our congregation.  Now is indeed a momentous and 
exciting time in the life of our congregation as we begin to envision our future life 
as a church family carrying on the work of Jesus Christ. 

Yeséthere is some anxietyñwe donõt have all the answers to potential issues and 
challenges as we seek to renew, recreate, and revitalize Godõs church.  This is where our 
faithfulness, prayer, and collective trust in God will shine as our beacon of light and 
truth.  As we release our buildings and property seeking  a new place, as we discern 
our mission and ministry, and as we energize, nurture and care for one another, we 
will become the church God is calling us to be.  With Godõs help, we can do this!  
With Godõs help, we can do this!  With Godõs help, we can do this! 

Blessings All, 

Barbara Simpson 

There is more from Barbara Simpson with updates on work being undertaken by 

different committees on page six of The Crier.  Check it out. 
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Open & Affirming 

In Galatians 3.28 we are 

reminded that despite our 

differences we are all "one 

in Christ Jesus." There-

fore, we, the people of 

Parkrose Community 

United Church of Christ, 

declare ourselves to be 

open and affirming. With 

God's grace, we seek to 

be a congregation that 

includes all persons, em-

bracing differences of sex-

ual orientation, gender, 

marital status, age, mental 

and physical ability, as 

well as racial, ethnic, reli-

gious, political or social-

economic background. 

We welcome all to share 

in the life and leadership, 

ministry, and fellowship, 

worship, sacraments, re-

sponsibilities and blessings 

of participation in our 

congregation. This is 

God's church and no mat-

ter who you are or where 

you are on life's journey, 

you are welcome here. 
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Written by Xander Gamble, United Church News 

Cmdr. Don Troast arrived at Commander, Submarine Force (SUBFOR) in early February to assume duties as the first force chaplain in 15 
years. 
 
"Because of my personal experience with the Submarine Force," said Troast, "I think I have a good handle on what religious support require-
ments for the Submarine Force are." 
 
Troast previously served the Submarine Force as a squadron chaplain from 1994 to 1997.  He also served as command chaplain for the USS 
Harry S. Truman Strike Group and various Marine Corps units deploying to the Far East and Afghanistan.  
 
Troast attended Hope College in Holland, Mich., where he majored in biology and physical education with the intention of being a high 
school teacher and coach.  He then received a call to ministry and went to the theological school at Drew University in Madison, N.J., 
graduating in 1978.  Ordained by the United Church of Christ, he served churches in the Boston area for 13 years and joined the Navy Chap-
lain Corps in 1991. 
 
"[Chaplains] exist because of the free exercise rights of religion granted by the First Amendment of the Constitution," said Troast, a native of 
Boston, Mass., "and I would be bold enough to say that if that phrase wasn't in there, we probably would not be in the military. 
"Our primary function is to ensure the free exercise of religious rights for sailors, marines, airmen, the military in general, and in my case, 
the Submarine Force, is met.  Our sailors, marines, and coast guardsman go to places where they can't just go to their respective place of 
worship, so we bring it to them." 
 
Troast, like every Navy chaplain, is required to facilitate the needs of every member's religious needs, regardless of their faith. 
"We aren't called to violate our own beliefs in any way," said Troast, "but by policy, training and professionalism, we make sure that all the 
faith groups present have their requirements met in some way, shape or form as possible, especially in an operational environment." 
 
The Department of Defense does not endorse any specific religion, but it recognizes more than 900 faith-based non-profit organizations, 
represented by more than 200 different denominations of chaplains. 
 
"One of my roles as the force chaplain is to do a needs assessment of the force," said Troast.  "My own personal philosophy is that I don't 
want anyone left behind.  I don't care if it's just one person or two people.  If their religious life or spiritual life is important to them, it's a 
mission-readiness issue.  I think every submariner deserves to be able to practice their faith the best way they can, and the best way we can 
meet their requirements, especially on deployment." 
 
Although he is the first force chaplain in 15 years, he doesn't feel like he is starting anything new. 
 
"The key thing is the lay leader program," said Troast.  "To be honest, I think it is more important in the Submarine Force than anywhere 
else in the Navy because submarines never have chaplains on board." 
 
Troast plans to standardize the program throughout the force so that sailors' religious needs are met the best way they can be.  "If a chaplain 
or a religious programs specialist wants to exceed the identified minimum requirements by adding their own flavor or pizazz, that's great! 
Good on them," said Troast. 
 
"You don't have to be religious to see the chaplain," said Troast.  "If you just need some counseling or some coaching, that's for every-
body.  I always remind everybody from the commander down to the seaman that they have 'privileged communication,' which means that 
whatever is discussed privately stays private." 
 
Troast is one of more than 60 UCC clergy serving the U.S. Armed Forces as active duty or reservist chaplains. 
 
 
 

U.S. NAVY  SELECTS UCC MINISTER TO  LEAD SUBMARINE CHAPLAINS  



JUNE CHURCH  CALENDAR 

"GENTLY U SED SALE" IS JUNE 19TH -20 TH ! 
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Sunday, June 21st 

10 am Worship 

 

Sunday, June 28th 

10 am Worship 

11 am Board of Worship Life 

 

Updated Choir Practice schedules can be obtained each Sunday from  

AJ Wong, Choir Director. 

Updates on Youth activities can be obtained from Jamie Roupp at 
JRoupp13@hotmail com. 

 

Meeting schedules for the: 

 

Search Committee 

Interim Site Selection Committee & 

Other standing committees  not listed here can be found by talking 
with the chairs of those groups.  

 

Updated calendar listings will be published in the Sunday bulletin. 

 

The all-church "Gently Used Sale" is scheduled for Friday, June 19th and Saturday, June 20th from 9:00 to 4:00 pm. Let's make 
this one the biggest ever. Go through those closets, check your cabinets, and discover what's behind that stack of stuff in your 
garage. Plan to bring your items to the church by Thursday, June 18th so everything can be organized in time for the start of the 
sale on Friday morning, June 19th at 9:00. 

In these hard economic times, people are looking to save and what better way than to frequent rummage sales.  Our sales have 
always generated good income for the general fund of the church!  All proceeds will help reduce the shortfall between the 
pledges and the expenses of the church.  Additionally, you end up with a cleaner, more organized house and garage ð canõt beat 
that! 

We also need volunteers to work the sale for both days - if you have the time and the desire to work hard for your church, please 
let Blair Loudat (503.261.1909) or Barbara Simpson (503.666.1609) know. This is a great opportunity for wonderful fellowship 
for a good cause. 

 

Tuesday, June 2nd 

6 pm Unwrapping Our Gifts 

 

Sunday, June 7th 

9 am Board of Mission & Outreach 

10 am Worship with Dr. Patricia Ross 

11 am Board of Christian Education  

 

Saturday, June 13th 

Pride Festival (see pg. 5)  

 

Sunday, June 14th 

10 am Worship 

5 pm Board of Administration & Finance  

6 pm Church Council 

Pride Festival & Parade (see pg. 5) 

 

Monday, June 15th 

Deadline for articles for The Crier 

 



In Eugene, Oregon at the 
First Congregational 
Church on May 1st and 2nd 
delegates gathered for an 
annual meeting filled with 
guest speakers, workshops, 
business meetings and wor-
ship.  Throughout the two 
day event there was ample 
opportunity to fellowship 
with delegates from other 
UCC churches!  It is always 
interesting to sit down and 
have conversations with 
delegates from churches 
facing similar challenges as 
Parkrose ð declining num-
bers, limited income, pas-
toral searches, etc.  People 
generally are in awe (and I 
think sometimes envious) 
of the forward thinking of 
Parkrose.    It is always af-
firming to get that positive 
feedback! 

I attended a workshop on 
ôFaith Practicesõ ð a re-
source that is currently 

being created by the UCC 
denomination to be used by 
churches in a wide variety 
of settings.  The resource 
can be used as a kind of 
curriculum for classes and 
study groups but it is 
adaptable and suitable for 
use in committee, council, 
and worship settings.  
Years ago, I attended a re-
gional event (Partners in 
Education) when ôWord 
Among Usõ and ôImagining 
the Wordõ was intro-
ducedñwonderful cur-
riculum!  Now, new mate-
rial is being created (some 
sections are already com-
pleted) and in true contem-
porary spirit, it will be 
available online!  This re-
source will give all ages 
ideas on how to òpracticeó 
their faith ð put faith in 
action!  I am looking for-
ward to reviewing this ma-
terial in greater detail. 

Barbara Simpson, Delegate 

* * * 

Four representatives from 

Parkrose Community UCC 

attended parts of the Spring 

Assembly.  Like Barbara, I 

was struck by the support 

and encouragement offered 

to us from other congrega-

tions in the conference as 

Parkrose moves forward 

with plans to develop a 

new mission for the church 

and to sale our current fa-

cilities.  We are in the 

thoughts and prayers of so 

many who are looking to 

this church and our plan-

ning efforts as a possible 

model as they to seek to 

find new ways of doing 

ministry in a changing 

world.ñRev. Chuck Cur-

rie 

now been completed.  We 
are only waiting for computer 
equipment and the copier to 
be returned from the repair 
shop and for internet access 
and phones to be put back in 
place.  A big thank you to 
everyone who has helped 
restore the building.   

Sunday, May 31st was de-
clared òMatt Masters Sundayó 

An old water pipe burst in 
our CE building during the 
month of may.  Damage oc-
curred in the pastorõs office, 
copy room, secretaryõs office, 
nursery, and upstairs youth 
rooms.  Matt Masters and a 
number of other members 
have been working around 
the clock since then to get our 
offices back in working order.  
Most of the hard work has 

to thank him for all the days 
and nights he put into work-
ing on the repairs.  If you 
havenõt had a chance yet 
please remember to thank 
Matt for all his hard work.  
We could not have completed 
the repairs so quickly and at 
such low costs without his 
assistance.   

REPORT ON  THE ANNUAL  SPRING ASSEMBLY OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC CONFERENCE 

W ATER D AMAGE N EARLY REPAIRED  
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UCC justice leader 

decries Tiller murder 

Sandy Sorensen, the UCC's 

Washington-based Justice 

and Witness Ministries min-

ister and team lead, has 

issued a statement regarding 

the killing of Dr. George 

Tiller. Tiller was one of the 

few doctors in the nation to 

provide late-term abortions, 

and one of only two abortion 

providers in Kansas: 

We are shocked and deeply 
saddened over the murder of 
Dr. George Tiller, gunned 
down in his church on Sun-
day morning in Wichita, 
Kansas. Our heartfelt 
prayers, thoughts and deep-
est sympathies are with Dr. 
Tiller's family and friends. 
Dr. Tiller dedicated his life 

to providing high quality, 

compassionate and vital 

reproductive health care 

services to women in great 

medical need, often in the 

most difficult and heart-

breaking situations. He was 

one of only a very few doctors 

to provide medically indicated 

late-term abortions, even in 

the face of frequent threats, 

lawsuits and acts of violence 

committed against him and 

the clinic he served, Women's 

Health Care Services.  

Continued on  

page 5. 

 



This June, our church has 
the opportunity to be a 
part of the Gay Pride cele-
bration.  The dates for this 
event are 6/13 and 6/14.   
Not only will we be march-
ing in the parade as a part 
of the larger UCC group, 
but we will be at a booth 
during the festival at the 
waterfront park.  We are 
looking for people to put a 
face to our church and 
show this community the 
love we have for each 
other. We have a UCC 
booth at the Pride Festival 
at Waterfront Park, both 
Saturday 6/13 and Sunday 
6/14. There are many 

spots open to volunteer at 
the festival in the booth to 
shake hands and answer 
questions for the people 
attending. 

 

On Sunday, we will be 
meeting at 8:30 at the 
Gateway transit center.   
From there we will go 
downtown to the Portland 
First Congregational UCC.  
We will have a church ser-
vice together and then head 
to the line up for the pa-
rade. 

 

The parade and festival are 
an exciting time for every-
one and I am looking for-
ward to joining my church 
family at this festive event.   
 
If you need more informa-
tion: Contact Nancy Zane 
(503) 256-5416.  If it is 
easier for you to email  
nancybellu@yahoo.com 

PRIDE FESTIVAL & PARADE 
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Tiller Statement contin-
ued.. 
 
Dr. Tiller's death is a pro-
found loss to the community 
in which he faithfully lived 
and served, the patients who 
relied on him for the care they 
could not receive elsewhere, 
his courageous and dedicated 
staff, and the community of 
medical professionals who 
provide vital reproductive 
health care services to women 
across the country. 
 
Dr. Tiller was a man of con-
science and faith, dedicated to 
the health and healing of 
women. That he was mur-
dered during Sunday services 
in his church, a sanctuary of 
worship and prayer, is an 
affront to people of faith 
everywhere. This act of ex-
treme violence in a religious 
space is extremely troubling 
and reminds us of the poten-
tial for religion to be used as 
a basis for acts of hatred and 
violenceé 
 
The United Church of Christ 
General Synod has repeatedly 
affirmed the right of women 
to the full range of reproduc-
tive health care services re-
gardless of their circum-
stances. In the context of 
several Synod resolutions, it 
has encouraged individual 
members and congregations to 
support women in following 
their moral discernment and 
religious convictions related to 
their lives and decisions about 
the completion or termination 
of a pregnancy. 
 
Full statement at 
www.ucc.org.   

Faith Fellowship Family Outing 5/24/09 Sunday afternoon picnic and hike at Powell Butte 

FAITH  FELLOWSHIP O UTTING  PHOTOS  


